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Quefi. 1. MA Bout 16 Years fince Ifell in Love with 4 
’ very delerving Youne Lady, and rho ber 
4 Fortune's were below mine, made her ac- 

guzinted wit my Paijion, which fhe neither encourag’d nor 
retusd, bus deferred wiving me an Anf(wer, nor woud ever 
fee or uffer me 20 come into hey Company for 13 Years. At 
lajt fhe fell Wok, fear for me and vefien'd ber last Breath in 
Mions of a veal Aff tivn, 14 

Tears are fince pais'd, in which notwithftanding all my en- 
deavours toa Chryiian Refignation, my Grief has at laft 
brought me into 2 wafting Confumption, fo that ‘tis impoffi- 
ble for me tobe cured, althd E muy for fome time continue — 
On the whole myr-aqueft is, that your Sactety woud give their 
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Orinion oni I hy POs wing Questions - 

“ Birtt, Bil this my unaccountable Love te a Creature be 
imputed to mejor Sin, fince L can by no means whatever pre- 
vent thes my fier itabl Fate ¢ 

2. ff ber departed Spirit can be tenfible of this my Gr: for a 
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as theDay of Fudgmeni fhe will know me thus tohave lov'd her 
3. If we meet inHeaven, whether there we fhali have more 
Love to €.tch other thin io the reft of the glorified Sains, 
norwith'tanding all carnal Love fhall be quite banifht in that 
State where there is neither marrying nor giving In Marriige? 
Anjw. The Gentleman who propotes thele Quejtions 
defired us not toe infert che Letter he fent with ‘em, ac- 
cordingly we have Printed no more of it than we 
thought abfolurely neceflary, that the Reader might 
underftand the thing. For the Fact of the Relation, we 
fhou’'d think it a Romance, the paifages are fo /franze, 
only the expreflions teem too Lively to be feign’'d: Bue 
whether one or tother, we doubt not but the Ladies 
will extreamly pity the Hnforrunate Lover, and blame his 
Miftrefs for her unaccountable Severity and Folly, tho 
he onthe other fide is bound, by all the Laws of Knighe 
Errantry, right or wrong, to defend her, and und out 
fame fecret Reafon or other to call her the molt ge- 
nerous /Yoman in the World. However, we fhall med- 
dle no further with that Controverfie, leaft, tuppoting 
the Scory true, we fhou’d be thought to make our 
felves too merry with the miferable, and cherefore fhall 
immediately tal! co anfwering his Queftions. Tothe _ 
Firji, He talks more like a Lover than a Chri/tian, in 
his inevitable Fure, and his aéfions are but too correl- 
poadent to his words. It’s an ufual thing with Lovers 
to call that Fate, which is only an inveterate habit, or 
an umreafonuble Refolytion, and to think they have uled 
all the meaus pofivle ro conquer fuch a paffion or ha- 
bit, whea they do the quite contrary, and feed aad in- 
dulge “em as much as they areable. It's a very aifh- 
cult thing to love any Creature very paflionately, wach- 
out loving fc Serrer than him who deferves iniinitely 
more tha: al! our Love; which is not only a Sin, but 
a damzine one without Repentance, and will undowbt- 
edly be imputed as fuch to thofe who are guilty of it. 
Inthis cale nothing of difficulty, which Lovers call im- 
pofibility can excule, the Conquelt being abfolutely ne- 
eeffary, and therefore, as Catullus lays in a like cafe, 
It mujt be done, whether it canor mo. “Twowd be enqui- 
red, whether he has indeed ufed all the proper means, 
as well asendeavours, to abtain this Refignation. Has 
he call’d in Redizioa as well as Reafonco his aid againit a 
fuitlels Lave? Has he defired ftronger help than his own 
refolutions, both from Earth and Heaven? Has he ac- 
knowledg’d his Idolatry in loving too well what he has 
now loft, and which might be the occafion of his lo- 
fing her Has he read Mr. Boyle of Seraphich Love, where 
Philanders Cafe is very near the fame with his own ;1f he 
has done al! this, wechink he may look on his diftemper 
as the punifhmenr, as well as effect of his extravagant Paf- 
fion, and wou'd hope he has had all his Hell bere,as we are 
furethe has had al! hisPurgatory, and that on atts of cont- 
aud Refign.uion and Repentance he may hope to be happy 


kn a better Wor!d. 
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2d, For the fecond, it confifts of two parts, Whether 
her departed Spirit can be now fenfible of his Grief ? And 
whether atthe Day of Fudgment fhe will know hina thus to 
have lov'd her ? To the firft, we are extreamly in the 
dark as to che Laws of the Inhabitants of the other 
World. It fhou’d feem by mahy authentick Relations, 
that act leaft on extraordinary occafions, there have bin 
appeirances in the Shapes and Names of decealed Perfons 
co their Friends. But this we are apt to believe to 
have bin either the iilufions ot the Devil, or if the 
deceasd were good Men, tome good Spirit forming 
tnemleives an airy Body, (tho’ che cate of Sammel is per- 
haps an exception) fince the Spirits of the Righteous are 
at reff, far remote from our dufty litele {pot of matter, 
(io we know pot but thole of Bad men, being already 
in tie Cuftody of thetr Tormentors, may be hurried a- 
bout (uke the Konan Piitoners) wherever cheir Jaylor 
jucates. Yo the Queftion thea, Iv the Lady were re. 
ally lo Pious as her Lovers Character defcribes her, 
fhes now Happy, and t.G notin a State tully perfect, yer 
fue sn diuch a ene asadmits of no Diminution. But this 
icmuft needs be, cou’d the know how miferable the has 
made one that loves her, fuppofing fhe has yet any of 
the Sentiments of humanity left, which it fhou’d feem 
by the parable of Dives, are not quite divefted, even 
ina daiker Wor!d; aud if fhe has none fuch, ’tis in- 
different whether fhe knows her Lovers Grief, or is 
ignorant of it. To the 2d. part ofthe Query, Whether 
at the Day of Fudgment fhe will know him thus to have lov'd 
her ? We an{wer, if the knows it not before, ‘tis not 
likely the’'ll know it then, unlefs he’s call’d cto anfwer 
for it ac that dreadful Bare However, whether fhe 
does or no, he may affure himfelf they'll be then both 
too much concern’‘d, either with fufpenfe, or rather 
Joy or Sorrow, at the Succefs of the Great Affize, 
which muft conclude their Effates to endlefs Ages, ever 
to mindthe Lffedts of a fruitlefs Paffion, which lafted for 
a few moments whilethey were upon Earth Tothe 
34. Whether if they are fo happy to meet in Heae 

ven, there will be more Love between ’em to eacho« 
ther, than to che reft of the glorified Saints: We muf® 
firit enquire, whether we fhall fo much as know one ano- 
ther there ; 1f not, we doubt Lovers Souls will be ia 
the fame cate with others, unlefs they make ufe of Mr. 
Drydens expedient, and wear Infcriptions to | 
diftinguifh ‘em: * Tho’ we muft confeis our Pe - ae 
Judginent is for the Affirmative, as we 7, 7°” 
think we have formerly declar’d it, and 
that feparate Souls fliall know each other, at leaft glo. 

rify'd Saints, when perfect in Heaven ; becaufe their 

knowledge wou'd be imperfect it they fhou’d not, and 

that in relation to fuch Objeéts as wou'd conduce to 

the addition and perfetion of their Happinefs, as well 
as the Glory of him who chiefly makes it : Becaufe the 
Society of Saints in Glory, is by all granted to be one 
of the Bliffes of Heaven, but Society without Knowledge 
can't be eafily conceiv'd. Becaufe we fhall be then 
like the Angels, who we are fure know each other, and 
whom we believe indu’d with all Kwowledge they are 
capable of, as they feem to be of all but what is /nf- 
nite. Becaule otherwife we fhou'd be lefs perfect chan 
we are upon Earth. Becaufe if there be any thing of 
humanity left, (and the Effentials will {till rettio} it 
feems congruous to fuppofe we fhan't be without what 
we fhou'd chink wou’d conduce fo much to our happi- 
nefs, as to fee ous Friends partake thereof. Becaufe 
there are no valuable objections againft it, chat of A- 
brabams being ignorant of us, and St. Pauls knowing ao 
man after :he Flefb, relating plainly to our {tate in this 
World. And laftly, Becaufe it feems agreeable to the 
Divine Equity, that the Obligations of Gratitude fhou'd ne- 
yer ceafe, but lafteven to the other World, we _— 
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fuch real Obligations, asthe Effeéts of ‘cm are Eternal, 
{uch as make us more Virtuous and Holy, and fuch e- 
{pecially as bring us to Heaven; and if they laft fo 
jong, how can they be acknowledg’d and repay, un- 
leis we koow thofe who conferr’d ’eim: Notwithitand- 
ins which lower degree af Happinels, the Infinite Being 
may be ftill 2 inall, and we may in all the re& only 
admire and love che expreffions, or Emanations of his 
Goddzels. There’sa Notion which may add forme light 
to tiis, which is emb:ac’d by perfons of very good 
Sence and Learniig, and which we think, but few ceny ; 
namely, That fuch good Works of good Men as furvive 
‘em here, far inflance Books of Devotion, and in a fence 
good Examples, oc. when they have an effect on ftuch 
as they leave behind, fhall thereby advance their actu- 
al Glory and Felicity in the other World. And 1s‘ 
not then highly probable, that fuch as are advantag d 
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by onl, nay, direéted to that happy place, fhou'd, when 
they once arrive there, both know and acknowledge 
their Benefaétors?—- And here may be room tor the 


Ynbarry Lover to pleate himfelf wich not impoflible 
hopes; for ifany of thole pieces of Service he did she 
Lady while the jiv’d, were tuch as made her really 
more Religious here, and more happy above; nay, il 
he imitates her Piery and Vircue, wherein he thinks 
the as far exceeced others,as in her Generofity andBeauty, 
thenthey may probadly not only know, but Love each 
other better than others ina better World. But then 
he mufthave a care to regulate his eatravagant Paffion 
for her Afemory here, or elie he only flatters himielt 
when he hopes to get thither, and muit expect to cx- 
change this Jong _— tor what will be Eternal. And 
thus much for the 3 Queftions of our defpairing Lover. 

Queft. 4. A certain perfon having bin contracted to a vir- 
twous Gentlewowsn, being troubled in Con{cience about {ome 
unjuft ations be bad formerly committed, he reveabs his difcon- 
tent to ber, but withal promifes to make a full restitution to 
all that be bad wrong’d, and immediately fets about and per- 
forms it, without prejudice to his Reputation: However, this 
Difcovery has funk bim |o low in her efteem, and ‘sis fo great 
a Trouble to ber to find her felf engag’d toa Manthat has 
own'd hinelelf guilty of fuch Crimes, that fhe thinks fhe may 
juftly free her felf from all the promifes fhe bas made him of be- 
ing his Wife. The Queftion is, Whether a Man that bas made 
a voluntary reftitutien without any compulfion, but that of his 
Confcience, and firmly refolves never to commit the leaft inju- 
ftice agen, ought to be refletted upon, and treated as 4 dio 
neft Perfon, when he bopes the ftains of what's palt may be 
wafht off by his repentance,and whether this bea jx/t Caule for 
her to difengage her {elf fromhim? A {peedy Anfwer is def?- 
red, for the parties concern'd referr themjelves to your determi- 
nation ? 

Anfw. Then we'll foon decide the Controverfie, and 
doubt not but the Ladies will be of our fide, and for 
once all vote againft their own Sex. If Ingenuity or 
Repentance bea Sin, the Lover has certainly committed 
the unpardonable one. Sure the Lady never lov’d him, 
or elfe her other now properly (crupulovs Virtues have 
perfwaded her that neither Prudence or Generofity 
were to be reckon’d in that number. Where fhou’d a 
Lover truft a Secret if not where he loves, and its but 
avery ill return to reject him for the higheft volun- 
tary Argument of his confidence and Efteem? But fhe 
thinks he’s an ill Mau, and that difengages her? No, 
he’s good and virtuous, and this fhou’d chain her more 
clofely than before. Repentance is a lovely Virtue, and 
{t ought not to be frown’d upon, but to be encourag’d 
and rewarded, and gives a new Titleto her Heart: He’s 
really as good, nay perhaps better than he was before, 
fay we dare pofitively affirm he is fo, on fuppofi- 
tion he’s fincere, for true Repentance is better than bare 
Maral honefty ; and that this is true, we have al! the 
marks whereby it can be known to Man. Here’s Sor- 
row, here’s Confeffion, here’s Reftitution, nor is fo much as 
his Reputation fully'd, ‘tis clear before God, what was 
done being now undone agen, and man knows it not, 
nor any but fhe her felf, who knows it as afecret only, 
and therefore ’tis to be as if not known, and at the fame 
time knows his Reftitution and Repentance. ‘Tis ne 
Crime againft publick Government,for which reftitution 
can’t be made, as Treafon or Murder. But here Repen- 


gs 


tance hag femov'd the (tzin, and Reftitutton tic Injuflicg 
The’ Cate being thus ftated, and the Evidence fummeg 
up, we now gravely proceed to Sentewce, and’tis, Thar 
fhe Seal his Pardon immediately, and in witnels thereof 
give him her Hand at Duies-place,or where elle fhe pleates. 

Queft. 5. Whether it be Lawful for a marry'd Man to ki\, 
bis Neighbours Wife, out 4 real rejpedt and affection ¢ 

Anfw. Yes undoub:edly, out of reipect none will de. 
ny, and if not real, {o much the wortfe ; out of affection 
too, for we are to Love our Neighbour. Tis ‘3 aay. 
gtov, no Sex excepted, or mention d ; but it mutt be aa 
honeft affection and refpeét, tho we may thus Love our 
Neighbours Wife, we mayn't Covet our Neighbours . wife, 
The Affection fhou’d be pure and innecent, as was that 
ot the Primitive Chriftians in their Ki/s of Peace, and if 
either the Caufe er Effect of what's mention’d be other- 
wile, we ought to forbear it. 

Queft. 6. Whether a Lady beingin Love with any Man, it 
be lawful for her to askhis Confent? 

An{w. Yes, yes, poor Creature, its hard to ftarve out 
of Civility, tor waut of asking meat when we are hungry, 
But if fhe has noFriend in the World to fpeaka good 
word tor her, it fhe can’t {o much as write neither, Jer 
her fhow himthe Athenian Mercury, Vol.s.N, 13. Du. 6, 
and that’s as mucha handiomer way than downright co- 
ming to the point, as thole are accounted more Genter 
Beggars, who trudge about with their Papers and Re. 
commendations, than fuch as ply in Bedlam walks, wich 
Pray Mr.-- for Gods (ake Leftow the Gift of one Farthing, 

Queft. 7. I defire the jpeedy An{wer of thts Quelcion : Five 
years agol marryd a Gentlewoman only for her Virtue and 
Reauty, which fhe yet rerains to the highe/t degree. A Krien{ 
to us both being very melancholly, and near raving mad with 
diforder of Mind, Ipre{s'd to know the occafion, be tells me he 
is paffionately in love with my Wife, and without Enjoyment 
Shall lay viobent bands on himjelf, becaufe bis torment feens 
infupportable : Confidering he is my Friend, 1 ought to affife 
him, confidering fhe is my Wife I ought not ; yet £ have given 
my leave, and fhe purely to oblige me, yields, 10 with much re. 
luétancy,and defires it may be deferr'd till we have your Opinion: 
Whether it be aSin in one,or all threes and if 4 Sin,as undoubt. 
edly it muft,whetber its aor better ta commis it, shen for our good 
Friend to ufe violence, being she former may be repented 6, but 
the latter accérding to A.Writ,aujt be bis inevitable damnation? 

Anjw. ifever a ftory had the Air ofa Romance, this 
certainly :.as, (aa@ indeed there’s a Nove] extant much 
like it.) Bue ii really true, fure tiey are all 3 raving mad 
as well as one of ‘em, tor that’s the neit charitable Opi- 
pinion we can nave or the matter: Its plain the Man is 
no Fool chai writ the Lecter, and yer wecai. hardly chiok 
one Wid wold be iuci a Contented beajt, coud be capa- 
bie of writing at that sae 5 wieretore we rather fufpect 
"was theSpark himtelf,cr che cunning tomewhat of aWife 
chat .udited it. Butii <here be any thing of fincerity or 
cruch in the bufineis, (fcuceas tohis Wives admired Vir- 
tue we mult beg his parson) we aniwcer what fure none 
aoubc but themielves, that tuppofing che Spark in any 
halt or necefiity ot killing himtelt, which ic feems he ts 
not, for he can ftay til! he hears our aniwer, becter he 
fhou’d do to,that: all 3 be guucy of wiituliy pondred Adul- 
tery,a damning Sin as well as waurcher. It he’s really to mad 
as reprefented, get him ciaim'd, tho’ we doubt Bedlam 
woud not be fofic for himas Sridewelf 
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An Advertifement to all our Querifts 
Hat we may off Efually make god en fi ft promife of ANn« 
fwering all manner of Queflions fen: us relating to Reli- 
 _,§10n,Politicks,Poetry, Muficx, Antiquity ,Hiftory,Natu- 
ral Philofophy, de. we defig to print an APPENDIX 10 be added ts 
euery 5 Volumesofexy AthenianMercury,which faid Appendix fhaleon- 
fift ef 120 fheets, with Unfwers to ali these ingen ivus Queftions and 
Occurrences, Kt. which we have not room 10 infers either in ouri 3 weekly 
Mrcuries or 12 Numbers that Compleat ‘em, or Supplements to fem, 
which fad Supplements are now to contain Anfmers iv Queftions, 
as well as the Rarities ef England, oc. Thrs is therefore to defive alk 
eur Querilts te continue feuding in their Queftions as formerly te 
Smiths Cotfee-houie im Stocks-Market, and when we bave received 
Queftions enough ( with what we have already by us ) 10 fill up the 
foremention’d Appendix, we foall give publick Notice thereof. Te 
carry on this greai and difficult Work, we / ave iz our Socieiy fevera? 
Cambridge and Oxtord Scholars, en purpoje te render our Vaderta- 
king compleat, and to give full satisfaction to all our Querifts. Te the 
Appendix here premis*d we fball addan Alphabetical Table, compre- 
hending the Contents of it, andof 4 eur Mercuries ahd Supplements 
for the Tear 1692. ' 
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